
1 
 

Tennessee Council for Professional Archaeology, Inc. 
Annual Business Meeting Minutes 

Friday, January 22, 2010 
Ed Jones Auditorium, Ellington Agricultural Center, Nashville, Tennessee 

 
 
President Larry McKee called the Annual Business Meeting of the Tennessee Council for Professional 
Archaeology, Inc. (TCPA) to order at 3:45pm. TCPA board members present: Aaron Deter-Wolf, Jay 
Franklin, Phillip Hodge, Zada Law, Kevin Smith, Lynne Sullivan, and Guy Weaver. After thanking State 
Archaeologist Mike Moore and his staff for hosting the meetings, McKee recapped the organization’s 
activities for 2009. 
  
The board reviewed and approved the minutes from the 2009 meeting.  
 
Zada Law read the financial report for 2009. On January 1, 2009, the TCPA Treasury contained 
$3452.69. As of December 31, 2009, the TCPA Treasury balance was $3451.27. Total income received 
in 2009 was $1610.18 with membership dues income of $1,320.00, general donations of $90.18, and 
Corporate research award sponsorships of $200. Total expenses in 2008 were $1,611.60 with 
administrative expenses and fees of $104.57, research grant awards of $1071.00, support to The 
Archaeology Channel of $250.00, awards costs of $36.03, and CRITA reception support of $150.00.  
 
Committee Reports 
1. Membership Committee. Aaron Deter-Wolf reported that the TCPA membership increased by 40% to 
65 total members. A PayPal account was set up so that members can pay dues electronically when 
accessing the membership form on the TPCA website. A link to the website was sent by email to lapsed 
members with a renewal request.  A draft membership directory was sent to board in May.  Forty-one 
members submitted updated membership forms.  The membership database has email addresses for 
virtually all of the members. On the membership form, members can decide what information they want 
put in the directory or request that their name not be included in the directory. The directory will be hosted 
on the members-only portion of the TCPA website. Deter-Wolf made a motion to put the 2010 
membership directory on the in the members portion of the TCPA website by the end of March. Seconded 
by Weaver. No further discussion. The board approved the motion by voice vote.  
 
The board discussed corporate sponsorships, student research award sponsorships, and membership 
levels including corporate memberships, sustaining memberships, and student memberships. The 
membership committee will explore how to solicit research sponsorships and will consider the matter of 
corporate memberships from companies doing archaeological business in the state. Motion by Smith to 
set the dues for student membership at $10.00 Seconded by Deter-Wolf. No further discussion. The 
board approved the motion by voice vote.  
  
2. Publications/Public Outreach Committee. Kevin Smith reported on plans to publish an issue of the 
TCPA Bulletin in 2010. A double issue of the peer-reviewed online journal Tennessee Archaeology was 
published in 2009 in honor of Charles Faulkner (Volume 4). The issue was compiled and edited by guest 
editors with Moore and Smith doing the final editing and formatting.  The editors received a note from 
Charles Faulkner thanking them for the honor and appreciating the high quality of the journal.  The editors 
have sufficient articles and research reports for Volume 5, Issue 1 and have started on Issue 2.  The 
editors are continuing the peer review process.  A TCPA Bulletin is in progress. 
    
3. Nominations Committee. Committee Chair Jay Franklin submitted a slate of candidates for the position 
of President-elect, Kevin Smith and two four-year board positions.  The committee nominated Kevin 
Smith for President-elect and Sarah Sherwood and Nick Honerkamp to fill the two open four-year-term 
board of director positions. No nominations were received from the floor. The slate was approved by 
voice vote.  
 
4. Awards Committee. Kevin Smith reported that at the 2009 Current Research in Tennessee 
Archaeology Meetings, TCPA gave two awards.  A “Special Achievement” award was given to Dr. Arthur 
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Cushman for his contribution to the purchase of the Mound Bottom tract. A “Professional Career 
Achievement” award was to Mack Pritchard.  The committee solicited nominations for recognition awards 
and received one nomination for a career achievement award that was approved by the board and will be 
presented at the 2010 CRITA research meeting on January 23. The committee solicited proposals for the 
student research award at the CRITA meeting and by email.  The committee received four proposals, and 
the board judged all four worthy of funding, but, given the budget, only two could be funded. The board 
approved amending the $600 research award budget to allow funding two proposals.  A $596 research 
award was made to Alice Wright for her Middle Woodland ceramic research, and she presented a paper 
on this at SEAC.  An award of $475 was made to Shannon Koerner and Bobby Braly for accelerator mass 
spectrometry dating at the Toqua site, and the results will be presented at CRITA 2010.  Reports on the 
projects are due back to the committee by the end of May, 2010. Smith sent letters to the applicants that 
did not receive funding explaining that the proposals were great, but the organization did not have enough 
money to fund them. The committee set the application for 2010 for mid-March and recipients will be 
notified in mid-April.  
 
Smith read a resolution prepared in consultation with the officers upon the death of Mr. Parris Stripling.  
 
A Resolution upon the Death of Mr. Parris Stripling 
 

Whereas the members of the Tennessee Council for Professional Archaeology have 
learned with deepest regret of the sudden death of our esteemed friend and co-laborer, 
Mr. Charles Parris Stripling; and 
 
Whereas the State of Tennessee has suffered in the death of Mr. Stripling the loss of a 
most distinguished archaeologist, public-spirited, citizen, and a man of sterling worth; and  
 
Whereas the Tennessee Council for Professional Archaeology and its members feel 
keenly the loss of one of its most gifted and distinguished friends, as well as the 
fellowship of his winning personality and friendly spirit; 
 
Now therefore let it be resolved that while this Council shall sorely miss his enthusiasm 
and friendship, we shall always hold in highest esteem his life and character, his 
faithfulness and devotion to worthy causes, the higher interests of Tennessee 
archaeology, promoting archaeology to children of all ages, and thereby profit by his 
example.  
 
These resolutions shall be recorded within the minutes of this Council, and copies shall 
be transmitted to his bereaved family with our sincerest regrets and most heartfelt 
sympathies.   

 
Smith reviewed Stripling’s career.  The resolution was approved by acclamation.  
 
6. Legislative Review / Legal Committee. Kevin Smith and Mike Moore continued to monitor the 
legislature for TCPA. No new legislation has been filed or is pending.  
 
Old Business  
 
7.  Tennessee Digital Reports Committee. Boyce Driskell reported on that he and Tom Maher had met 
with Lynne Sullivan at McClung Museum, Steven Yerkes at UTK, and Greg March, the UTK map librarian. 
Recommendations are to digitize the reports as searchable pdfs with key words. March is assessing cost 
of off the shelf library software versus writing a custom application. Currently 100 digital files are hosted 
on UTK Archaeological Research Laboratory (ARL) server. Yerkes is constructing a keyword list. 
Remaining issues to be resolved include accessibility, a server place, and a management structure and 
support. Suggestions include that the digital library be managed by the State Archaeologist’s office. 
Alabama has a digital report library with a $25,000 management budget that is supported by 
subscriptions. Driskell and the ad hoc committee will continue to work on this issue.  
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8. Tennessee Archaeology Synthesis volume.  Lynne Sullivan requested assistance on completing the 
chapter on the history of archaeology in the state to add a summary of CRM projects in the last 30 years 
the Woodland chapter, and the western Tennessee information. Sullivan asked for volunteers to review 
and revise these chapters. Links to the chapters are on the Tennessee archaeology website.  
 
9. Budget for 2011. Support more research awards and decrease the funding for The Archaeology 
Channel.  Motion to support two $600 research awards, discontinue funding The Archaeology Channel 
and cash awards for dissertations and theses was made and seconded. No further discussion. The board 
approved the motion by voice vote.  
 
10. Guidance and Best Practices for Burial Removals. In 2009, McKee formed ad hoc committee on best 
practices for burial removals. The committee included McKee, Aaron Deter-Wolf, Patrick Cummins, and 
Philip Hodge. State Archaeologist Mike Moore has reviewed and commented on the guidelines and 
suggested best practices, and a draft version of the guidelines is available for review and has been 
distributed to the board. The guidelines include guidance for the professional community as well as for the 
general public.    Discussion included what should be done with the guidance. Moore suggested that 
TCPA post the document on the TCPA website, and the state can provide a link to it as a potential 
resource for information, but not an official state document. Comments from the floor included that the 
document would be very useful for working with developers to answer questions, but the guidelines for 
professional standards need further discussion. The committee will continue to work on the draft and get 
comments from other groups such as preservation planners. The draft will be posted in the TCPA 
members’ area of the TCPA website for comments.  
 
New business 
1. Lynne Sullivan outlined curation issues in Tennessee. Sullivan asked TCPA to form a task force or 
committee to talk about these issues. Sullivan will chair this task force and Jay  Franklin and Guy Weaver 
will serve on committee along with Boyce Driskell and the committee will provide a report next year.  
 
2. Installation of new TCPA president, Jay Franklin. As TCPA president, Franklin will continue funding 
support role for Tennessee archaeology and for emergency or salvage projects as needed, address 
curation issues, and make progress on burial removal guidelines.  
 
Announcements and public comments 
There were no announcements or comments from the public.  
Smith thanked McKee for his service as president. .  
The meeting adjourned at  5:30pm.   
 

Respectfully submitted,  

___________________  

Zada Law, Secretary-Treasurer 

 


