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 For Immediate Release, March 5, 2014: 

TENNESSEE LAWMAKERS NAME ANCIENT STATUE 
AS STATE ARTIFACT 

 
A 700-year old statue known as “Sandy” from Wilson County is one step 
closer to becoming the official state artifact of Tennessee. The ancient 
siltstone figure depicts a kneeling man and was created by a Native 
American artist between approximately 1250 and 1350 AD, during the 
Mississippian period of Tennessee’s prehistory.  

Sandy was discovered by a farmer in 1939 at the Sellars Farm site, a late 
prehistoric mound and village in Wilson County. Today Sellars Farm is a 
State Archaeological Area and a satellite of Long Hunter State Park. Sandy 
is part of the collection of the McClung Museum of Natural History and 
Culture at the University of Tennessee-Knoxville, where he is displayed in 
the permanent exhibition “Archaeology and the Native Peoples of 
Tennessee.”  

For nearly 50 years Sandy was the icon of the Tennessee Archaeological 
Society, and has been included in numerous publications on ancient 

Native American art and archaeology. Among these appearances, the statue was featured in Time Magazine in 
1941, appeared on the cover of a Time-Life Books publication in 1942, and in 2011 was featured on the cover 
of a scholarly volume on ancient Native American art and culture.  In 2004, Sandy appeared on a US Postage 
Stamp as part of the 10-stamp “Art of the American Indian” series. 

In January, 2014 the Tennessee Council for Professional Archaeology (TCPA) approached legislators asking that 
Sandy be listed among the official Tennessee state symbols.  Bills sponsored by Sen. Mae Beavers (R-Mt. Juliet) 
and Sen. Bill Ketron (R-Murfreesboro), and by Rep. Mark Pody (R-Lebanon), passed through the House and 
Senate on March 3, and are now awaiting Governor Haslam’s signature. 

TCPA President and Associate Professor of Anthropology at Middle Tennessee State University Dr. Tanya Peres 
says that naming Sandy as the official state artifact recognizes Tennessee’s unique history. According to Peres, 
“Tennessee’s archaeological heritage stretches back to the end of the last ice age and includes around 30,000 
recorded sites. Naming Sandy as an official Tennessee symbol acknowledges the state’s ancient past, and will 
encourage Tennesseans to learn more about and work to help preserve our shared history. Listing Sandy as 
the state artifact also honors the legacy and accomplishments of Native Americans who lived in Tennessee for 
more than 10,000 years prior to the arrival of European settlers.”  

The TCPA is the state’s only professional archaeological association, and is composed of scholars, students, 
archaeological contractors, interested individuals, and members of the Native American community, all 
brought together by a desire to promote and preserve Tennessee’s unique archaeological heritage. For 
questions or additional information, please contact TCPA President Dr. Tanya Peres at Tanya.Peres@mtsu.edu. 
Digital images for media use are available via the TCPA web page: http://wp.me/P4fnHY-3P 

 
“Sandy,” a Mississippian stone statue 
from Wilson County, will soon become 
the official state artifact of Tennessee. 
Photo by David H. Dye. 
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